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The Itcjnilillcnn Trnnl Argument
Ac ia his speech upon the PayneKor

nIcer Porto UJcan Tariff bill S j tor De
POJW appear to bav taken himtelf eri-
OWBIJV perhaps It would be nine on oiir part
to fellow his example The difficulty IB

that bis remarks bristle with uJ-
prw Ml but still unconcealed humor of
cowk s sad deliberate humbug and can

be read without hilarity
For Instance he declares that the plan

to impose fifteen per oent of the Dlngley
robe OB Porto Rican sugar and tobacco
net in favor of the trusts but Is In effect
a sruehiHg blow te them Now never in
th course of his career neTor whon ap-

pearing at his beet under the spreading
chestnut tree of his afterdianer oratory

has Dr Dspew toW a story as mirthpro
voking as this sapieat utaterneat Like
many ether of his anecdotes it raises the
qusU n as to whether the great aDd
genial Doctor has or hoc not an I Tea
In nte hesMl that his auditors or readers
are inhabitants of an asylum for the fee-

bleminded If argument such a he ad
anced with much unction in the Senate
yesterday represent tho best that the Re-

IMfldiMM can say in defence of mtleeal-
I rsk n faith and violation of thefajustl-
tutten the Administration and the party
are eertaialy la a bad way They may
think that because the people were fooled
in JIM the subjects of bimetallism and
cirtl service reform a similar game caa be

tayotl hi 19M MI the issue of trusts
HgalMt the CMMUtttttoa Senator
sad isIs colaWrers Ut th vlneyiird ef-

munopaly are greatly mistaken if they
leek for any such good luck It has bosH

said that alt the braise sad education
4e n t disappear from States
their representatives leave them to at
teM sessions of There are al
ways a few people remaining at hone who
MSMl rstand public que tioB and the
slraMHty or ricioas ss of proposed lots
bJilM quite as well as do their legislativeate Coming down to the concrete
there Is not a person In the employ of the

oil sugar steel tobacco or cay
OMT ret trust n either Senate or

House who If
BoX kaew
renMrhmhi w l Informed r rdinai the
Piirnerornker infamy what it is for nnd

been violently forced upon an Admin-
istration too cowardly cad corrupt t-

wlthotaad influences behind it I
view of tide fact which is absolutely ue-

trioun the wonder Is tat men like Dr
Den w mpposed to have business com

should affront the country
with seek puerilities as he iadulgea la ap-

parently with some notion that they will
help to stem surging tide of popular
IndlgaatloH agaiast the impemiiag aatioaal-
disheaor and disgrace

assert that ties PayneForaker bill is
grievous thing for the sugar and tobacco
trusts which recured its Introduction saul
demand Its passage only Senator De
pewS hut nearly nil of his Republican eel
leasjw who have have held like
i p saying u t

the lobaeco moaoeoiy better thee
t t every loaf of the weed from Porte

that could be grown there free of
duty No doubt that would be true If free
trade strictly eonflned to

tobacco but that actual domestic
fre t which Porto Rico is as much
entitled as the Connecticut Valley would
brine mainland millions of Ports
Rican cigars which the trust could not
control and with which lt could sot com-

pel r tably la the Americas market
That Is the reason why the Tobacco
Trust demanded an unconstitutional tar-
iff again island

far a tobacco is concerned The duty on
teal tobacco will amount to about six aad
a fpwrter cents The tr ftt will gladly pay
that tar of prlneipl What hi
prtac4 l Involved It is that as cigars and
cigarette will be taxed sixtyseven sad a
half a poised set a Porto Rican ci-

gar or cigarette can la compe-
tition with the trust free trade prop-
osition weald have given cjaar facto-
ries of island a chance roestabUsh a-

proAtable commerce with the States
JH ynP raker trust tariff will deoe every
owe ef them The total crop of Porto

forced into the warehouses of the
trust to be here manufactured eompelllni

Porte t b merely raw mate-
rial producing eoioatets for the benefit of
their Imperial Ia4twtrll maMers Tide Is
the colonial system of oppransion an l out-
rage agaiiMt which the American people
rebelled In 1776 and will rebel again In
Xavembor 1M6

The Development of the Rnilwny
It is predicted that in twenty years

time the railway system In Africa will
hove been enormously developed The
Capo to Cairo lIne will be completed In
that time the line from Johannesburg
wilt have joined that at Duiawayo and It
U prophesied that a road will run acrow
country from Bulawayo to TValfigch Day
ia German West Africa Others will be
built Ia Central Africa through German
British and Belgian territory to the
coast and the extension of a network of
railways all over the Dark Coatinent may-
be only a question of time

Future generations will look back upon
this achievement of nineteenth century
engineers as nothing less than

The difficulties encountered by the
builders of linos through savage Africa
have been all but Insurmountable They
have contended with man beast and fe-

ver mountains nnd rivers jungles and
marshes Anyone who had ventured to de-

clare fifty years ago that railway lines
wruld at tho beginning of the twentieth
century be under construction anywhere
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In Africa would have been with
ridicule At that time there was a largft-

unexifldrad region vaguely Indicated on
the map In tho vicinity of the great lakes
of Central Africa and the Information
generally current in regard to the nc
lives was extremely cloudy and Indefinite

But the roads are In process of build-
ing and the whole earth seems In a

to be traversed by lines of steel rails
When one comes to think of the progress
that has been made in thie direction in

than a lifetime it seams nothing less
than marvelous Tho pronont Pope when
a young man took a journey from Rome
to Brussels and was rather more titan a
fortnight OB the road When gold
discovered in California it took months to
go from the Mississippi Valley to the new
Eldorado In India tho only moans of
travel was by elephant or bullock train
and the northern half of Asia was hardly
to be crossed at all Now the TransSibe

Railway is becoming a fact and there
are railways all over India through des
orts and over mountains One may cross
the continent of North America in a week
and Japan mostplcturosque and inaccess-
ible of countries until beginning of
the present century has its railways said
to compare favorably with those of Ku
rope China held out agalat the
power of steam thus far but locomotives
will be common there within twentylive
years and then will como a great and
sudden development of the resources of
the country In the shape of minors wealth
aad manufacturing It is entirely pout
ble that within the lifetime of children of
today tie tourist may go anywhere on
earth tint he without wHig obliged-
to have recourse to btiHookcart coach
or saddle horse save for abort distances
Where steam does not carry him electric-
ity will The mechanic ani the electrician
will be advance guard of civilization
for the next half century Thoywlll play
the part which the sailor and adventurer
did four hundred years ago

The Dlnnxtcr nt Ilnorn Spruit
The full extent of the disaster te Colonel

Broadwoeds column a Spruit can
not be known at present as dot
patches show indubitable signs ef whole-
sale censoring and the same is true of
course of cable reports In general It
is yet a matter ef doubt as to bow many
of the two crack cavalry commandc In
yolved in tie fajr were killed er cap-

tured As there to every evidence f oMeia-
leoMeaimcnt the reasonable inference
that the worst has not been told

Two points are wished to the front ia
the official and other messages from
BtoeaifmteiR One to that the floors worn
more than ten te ORe of the Hrlthih The
other II that the trap laW for Broadwood
was th moat cunningly devised thing of
the kind in the history of warfare Doth
assertions may b true hut need not nce-
saarlly be so accepted in advance later
returns We seem to remember at
er the unfortunate Wooagatc went to his
death on Splon Kop his brigade of twen
tyfive hundred men was driven front the
position by such an overwhelming force
of their enemy that resistance quite
useless But it has recently transpired
that the Boer attacking column which
was led in person by Gen Louis Botha
only numbered tour hundred rifles
The suggestion that the snare at the Spruit
was a work of genius is perhaps necessary-
to cover the embarrassing fact that Rim
ingtons scents hitherto regarded as a
command exclusively made up of Sherlock

went all through ami atoned and
across the ground sail did set see hide or
hair of any Boers although they were
within three hundred yards of the trail
IB considerable force quietly sad
bMwg their time behind a stone wall

iv been brilliantly thor-
ough If so it is a little strange that it
did not include the enclosure In which
there enough of the foe to salivjue a
convoy of a hundred wagons aM two regi
meets of cavalry awl to carry off seven

gun It may be patriotic vanity
bat we do not believe that say such scout-
ing would be apt to happen in the rue of
an American loW command similarly cir-

cumstanced Indeed it may be observed

frontier service veteran In Wheektrs al-

ike trap at Doom Spruit without say doubt
whatever x

TiM broad ehances are that a heavy bat-

tle Is la progress ia the neighborhood of-

nteemfenteia as tIme Boers appear to have
assumed the offensive on the theory that
Lord Roberts is sot yet la condition to be
gin extensive operations They have net
waited for him at the Xodder or the Veal
but have shown a disposition to force the
fighting By tomorrow we may hear some
dtall cDBeeraion events In progress Va-

rious things are posniMe It may be tnt
Botha is unking a demonstration In force
agataot Btoemfontein in order to create a
diversion in support ef Oliviers move-
ment front the Basutoland border the

to effect junc-

tion with the Doer main boy As Roberts
must have nearly or quite one hundred
thousand men It does sot seem likely that
hoUse could Indulge say hope of being able
to succa d agajMt Mm la a gen rl en-

gagement for the flIers cannot have to
exceed thirty or thlrtynv thousand
troops of all arms available for pur-
pose eves Including the the or six thou-
sand supposed te be with Olivier Th only
thing which appears to be completely evi-

dent is that Lord Roberts Is not liable to
reach Pretoria without some very serious
lighting or without heavy 1

In reports to their Government Spanish
naval officers concerned la Oatte ot
Santiago have been unkind enough to

statements which while generally
true tend to discredit other statements
made by naval men on our side intended-
to support the contention of Sampson that
he vr s technically present at the engage-
ment even if only as an accessory after
the fact These Spanish effusions havo
somewhat perturbed Secretary Long and
he has invited flag officers and others
who participated In the affair or say they
did to write letters and magazine articles
of refutation We are glad of this

The literature of the subject is yet
incomplete Sampson should got out ant
twang his tuneful lyre again without
delay

Again RuMia has repeated her not In
cfimribSrparTdnriBnTEe of going to the very
verge ot war and then compromising Tur
key in averting hostilities by
agreeing to let Russia build railways n
Asia Minor where the Porte doGS not in
tend to On this rat vague concession
wo will back the Czar to have a strategic
railway under construction from the Black
Sea to the Egoan inside of a year

She lint nit Apprenticeship
Krom the Philadelphia Record

Frly PinktighU She said she would only coo
sent to May leading parts

Fannr At continent enough
to lead 6ff tirilte Itrtt Oct with a feather duster
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POLITICAL NOTES ANU GOSSIP

Wyck still Active it appears
that the Presidential bee Is still buzsng
in the bonnet of the lion Augustus Van
Wyck It may be necessary for purposes
of identification to state tba tho Hon
Augustus Van Wyck of New
York was once on the bench In thit State
was defeated for Governor by the Rough-

Rider who now hfl8 trouUJe of his own
aDd is a brother of the first Mayor of
Greater New York A conference recently
was held at tho home of a vory premi
Bent Democrat in New York presumably
Mr William C Whitney at which It was
decided to giro a groat dinner to about
280 Democrats from all parts of the coun-
try on the evening of April IS or 14 At
first It was intended to give the dinner on
Jeffersons birthday April 13 but when tbo
discovery was made that this fats on
Gocd Friday In this year of our Lord it
was concluded to have the function en
one of the other isles named Meantime
the Commercial Travelers and Hotel
Mens National AntiTrubt League is
whooping It up in lively fashion for the
Hon Augustus Van AVyck The league
has been doing this fpr some time The
latest circular issued oomuly asseve-
rates that Bryan can be deieated for re

Southern Democrat the Heiu Augustus
Van Wyck Is limb of their flesh and bone
ef their bone Likewise that reports
from our members in the South parilcu
terly reseat the idea that the PopjUste
should write the Democratic platform
The projected dinner will be given In
Brooklyn and preparations for it are be
JIll made co quietly that It fe behaved tte
utmost secrecy Is to be observed as to
the guctts and their doingr Still Mr
liryan has Jhe delegates and dottbtloss
eels very comfortable When the great
Crok r returns from It is thoaght
the Commercial Travelers and Hotl
National AntiTrust League will go out
of commission Also that lies Au-
gustus Van Wyck will settle down to the
oeaviatlon that the PrcttMMUal-
noffliuntioa would suit him just at about
this Interesting period itt his career

X liiMtructluiis Vct VarkMw
triet conventions were heW in Greater
New York yesterday Kcy Wlcan
but none of them gave bstruetloos for the
rsaomlnatioH of nsot tL This to to
with what evidently hi the fixed policy of
the Platt machine It is coaftdeally be-

lieved to be a p t f the heir laid
scheme working In viwkington as well
as In New York te force the Vice Presi-
dential nonitenUon upon unwilling
Rooaereit It Is 4tnawb that the Rough
RMers heart is set on aaoutet term in
the governorship but of course IC he
eaat realise that ssaMUoii he will
to content himself with whatever the
bofves are please to give latin MrHan-
na as woW sc Mr McKinley is couch dla-
tHrbed ever the Vice Presidency at pres
ent So is Senator Platt over the distri-
bution of the patronage for the next four
years in the event of Mr MsKinJeys re
nominatIon If Mr Platt can do leanHnnna end McKlntey a particularly good
turn at this critical juncture it bt certain
that he would have undisputed sway over
th New Ycrk patronage in next Ad
nsinlMratlon nra idos of et cete-
ra H could sot do then a better turn
than by lassoing the Rough Rider bind-
ing hint hand and foot and tying him to
the tM of the Presidential kite

the elate makers would as welt write
It MeKin1 r Roosevelt and be done
with all further bothersome speculation

HUH Taylor Unit t Kentuckiat ia
Washington are beginning to believe that
Taylor the usurper Has abandoned his
game at Frankfort and that as soon as the
Court of Appeals renders its decision ic
favor of Beckham the Democratic
will be quietly invested with antbnty at
the IHuegrM capital It is elM U Herod
that Taylor is prrpnriag to fro Ken-
tucky te the proffered protectloH of the
ftery sad untamt Governor Mount of In-
diana It seems to be a foregone conclu-
sion that Taylor will be Indicted for com-
plicity in the wretched conspiracy to as-
sassinate Goebel awl It te sot likely that
he would care to risk his neck to the ten-
der mercies of a petit jury at Fnmkfort
in the present state of popular excite-
ment and indignation there He la said to
be converting Into cash all of available
assets lila home village of Morgautown
where he MOW Is is just across the Ohio
River treat Indiana awl he could reach
the safety of theItocMfersWbfes In a few
minutes if night were necessary t
tort klan from arrest In view of theseprobabilities It is thought that nil danger
of an armed clash between Democrats and
Republican itrKentucky tr pafcseH

DEMANDS OF THE KIAWZS
A Cnll l v Their DplrRntc nt ilic In

liiui Ofllor
F RiehardvUie Chief and

Delegate of the Widens Miami tribe of
Indians whose reservation is situated la-

the northeastern earner of the ladiaa
Territory called apes the CommiszJoner
of Indian Affairs yesterday ia reference to
matters pertaining to his tribe which ft-

is desigael to refer to C
as possible

It is the pur ea of the Mi-
ami Indiaas who in t
with the Five Civilized Tribe represented
by the Dawes Commission are endcavor
lug to obtain SUte rHfhW and the aboli-
tion of tribal government to secure a
satisfactory allotment of their tend pre-
paratory to that object By the

of a bill introduced en March 2 IS99-
20B acres per capita were allotted to each
member of the tribe and a surplus of

acres left for further allotment
among the children who shouts be born
thereafter-

A bill Introduced on March 18 provides
for the allotment of a portion of this sur-
plus land among the children bom sine
the introduction of the preceding bill at
the rate of 2 acres per capita Both bills
are now pending before the Senate Com-
mittee OH Indian Affairs

The immediate purpose of the mission
of Chief Riebardville is to amend the pro-
visions of both these bills and to prevent
their passage IB their present shape

Our Thrifty Iloyx
From time Boston TniMcript

A soldier ef the Twentvrixth Recimeat cur
of the SpriwifteW writ-

ing et army life ia Ikilippines says that ia-

1U co p ny seventytwo men
Xovember mud December jwy-
I ymw SlMS Money mo depwited coes en In-

terest and gives the honoraMy dl chaw l
a comfortable little with which to le-

kume civil life The incident U tUat our
IMW not forgotten the old American

hnUt ef thrift it testifies that
M eagerly caught up about druntenn is

in the army in the Philippines apply to a very
imall percentage of our Large
hAve been sent bone from the army in the Phil-
ippine to go on deposit in Soldiers Scvingj
Hank the Covernmcnt maintains

lavlntr Without Food
From the New Orleans TimesDemoerat

The length of linK hman being inn go with
out food before death varies considerably Dr
Tamer was the pioneer of balers
lie with lila forty days of starvation was

by Snort with fertyflve Snceiin turn was
outdane by Jacoatf who In TjOriden ten ye n-
ap abaii ed from food for days There ia-
BO autistic record et Jacques feat being eqwal-
cd professional faster But a mare
wofldcrfil effort of abstaincncc was that of Gall
laurae Grimle a Freneli murderer who refuses
food In the hope of escaping the IilloUne
This Mln the jail at Toulouse and the

were toeh that n deception was possible
He lasted for eixtythreo during which time
he drank only eight or ten of water Then
he died

The Mont Important Religious Event
From Frank Popular Weekly

The election of a tope is the nost
event in the world It affects immediately sev
oral hundred millions t their dear

hope of religion and it touches indirectly
the interest of all other people on the earth be
sIdes In the Pope the world receives a
of Christ a snecefifor fo St Peter and an jnfjlliabV jiuige in tiie matter of faith a
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ON PORTO RICAN CONDITIONS

A Httltlmorenii Siiy ther oi Ie Art Clone to PnniierlMiii
BALTIMORE April 3 Preetdent H R

Mayo Thom of the Baltimore Leaf Tobac-
co Company returned yesterday from n-

seventeendaya atay In Iorto Rico dur
lag which he made an extensive toiir of
the Mand lie said that the people are
bitterly disappointed at the action of Cats
greav in piecing a tariff on Porto Rican
product

The indignation of the people wide
apread taM Mn Thorn and they declare
that they are now worse off than when
under rule The change of front
by the United States has demoralized the
entire and paralyzed tho efforts of
the people Everything la in a state of
suspension and unless relief cornea
promptly in the shape of the redemption
of pledges by ihe United States the people
will be pauperized They greeted this
country with open arms but now that
they have olosAi to them not only the
markets of Spain which they gave up
when taken under American control but
also the markets pf this country and CUba
shut products the
of the people is changed

This is painfully apparent in gong over
the island and ambi-
tion have no incentive and the futuie-
eeems to them a dark one while the Igno-
rant classes have shown their UpKakiie-
by pMMte utterances The stone in Sea
J an were closed as a prot t against tee
action of Congress and placards were
posted ia Ponce asking the merchants
there to shut their doors It was feared
that if th a was lon It would lead to
trebMc ami the raUltary author leg sac
eessfuliy eo Bsoldd agalcM It

At Areclbo on the north coast a mob
forced the ctoies to dose Mad then went
to the United States Coatmfsciary to make
a similar demand It was only wen
threatened with force that they desisted

There is no disposition to work acd tho
effect of the distribution of Goverawaut-
ctores on some of the people Is that they
will not pull a coconut feeling that the
QeverBBMat which has takeR away their
opportunities to sell their products pro-
poses to carry on its liberal distribution
of food With some the Mil a desirable
place ss are assur d of meals

day and thEre is always a crowd out-
side waning for what is left over froji
the ftertlrg of the prisoners

I met O m n Latrobe at Peace
H bee a idol with the peo-
ple because ef the tact and aMIIty with
which he dlr cta ffair and In military
olrclce 1 hear1 trim spoken of ac aa inns
p nsable san

Since my Porto Rico and my ob-
servation of the conditions lucre I am
more than ever determined to press
suit which my company has Instituted to
t at the CMstitMtloiiallty of the tariff on
goods from We claim that if

I
found that tint salt generally known
IB Bvemwe of the publicity
giren to it

Meters G org T and Manuel
Fernandas Juoco who haw been in Wash

Pinto Rican
Chamber of looking aJtT the In-

terests of Porto Rico isi this city oa
Friday Saturday and Sunday Oa Satyr
day they called at the Chamber ef

iq the points of interest
On Sunday they were entertained at

Club Borinquea headquarters of the
Maryland Rican Society ttl North
Pnca Street The address of welcome wa
made by Otto ScboMrich who thanked UM

for stopping in Baltimore He re
ferred to the work of the delegate in
Washington and expressed the hope that
the Porto Rfca might he recegais d M
full Americans and not cent Amen
tans

The delegates responded and thanked
the club for Its reception and the part
taken by It in the interests at
Porte Addresses were made by Prof-
Teofero A wUnr wd Dr Pnincwes ei
Valle Jr

The dekmties left Union Station Sun
day evening Zen New York sad will leave
for Porto Rfco April M A delegation from
the elub them to th sta-
tion

Louis Ottered a nephew of Dr Francis-
co del sr of this city has
the Porto Rfieag lie ceases frostLansing Midi where he keg bees study
lag during the post winter

OPPOSSTJ TO BACK PAY
Ail Atlvrrxi

illtf Acconiit-
In a letter to J W Babcock

of time House Cpatmittee o the District of
CuhNBbia Coa Mfea4crs rfposmnjud
adverse on Mil 11 T inapeet
and correct reoounu at sinai em
ployes of the District of Columbia

TIle CommmisBJoaers bean their recom-
icendation upon a resort submitted to
them on the Wit by J T Petty Auditor
tit the District who stated that be bed
examined time recaruc of time Water De-
partment for a comrideraMe portIon ot the
period from May 1 1871 to December
ISM aDd was

of any character In the accounts
It is further stated that the claimants

five engineers and two 8re ei employed
at time Georgetown pumping Hbo
names are mentioned In the
paid regularly upon duty certified vouch-
ers which were signed by them with the
acknowledgment that the amounts receiv-
ed were in fulj payment for sorrier ren-
dered

It is further stated that there was Toned
BO evidence of any protest against or Jis
satisfaction with the settlements which
were made front time to time and the
Auditor was at a km to understand Ute
import of the bill in its directions to UK
District Commissioners Auditor stat-
ed that he suspected the claim was based
upon the contention that under the law
the damnnU are entitled to extra eon
peostttioa for services rendered In excess
of eight hours a day If so he declared
the bill was not well founded

The Auditor called attention to the law
regulating the hours of labor and showed
that it was not enacted until August 1
1S3 and such of th claimants he said
as were required by the exigencies of the
service at the pumping station to roth
more than eight hours in any one lay
from August 1 to Juy 9 1S9S were
paid therefdr two appropriations of 1921
and of 18070 respectively being made for
the purpose In the deficiency act of March
2 1895

After July 9 1S98 the Auditor remarks
the force at the pumping was in
croasedso as to obviate the necessity for
extra labor on tho part of any of the
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And More Bargains

Temporary Store 315 Seventh Street
Next Door to Wash B Williams Bet D Street and Louisiana Avenue

v

morning we opened in our temporary store 315 Seventh Street but
we find that our new quarters are entirely inadequate to accommodate ourj

great stock Therefore we are forced to continue our discount sale for ashort
period
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